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Introduction 

NSU’s history as an institution began when the Oklahoma legislature purchased the Cherokee 

National Female Seminary in 1909. In Fall 2023, 35% of NSU students identified as American Indian 
or Alaska Native. 
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Northeastern State University's Heritage 

Back in 1846, Northeastern State University was founded as the Cherokee National Female Seminary. This 

historic link to the Cherokee Nation and Indian Territory make Northeastern the oldest institution of higher 

learning in Oklahoma. The original Seminary was built in Park Hill south of Tahlequah and destroyed by 

fire on Easter Sunday 1887. On May 7, 1889, the Cherokee National Female Seminary was dedicated north 

of Tahlequah, where it would continue to provide learning opportunities for young women for 20 years. 

Seminary Hall is now the historic centerpiece of Northeastern State, and each year on May 7, Descendants 

of Seminarians gather to observe Seminaries Homecoming in honor of our first students. 

Our history as a state institution began on March 6, 1909, when the Oklahoma legislature purchased the 

Female Seminary and created Northeastern State Normal School, where the first classes were held on 

September 14, 1909. A decade later, NSNS transformed into Northeastern State Teacher’s College, 

offering a four-year curriculum leading to a bachelor’sdegree. The Oklahoma legislature authorized 

changing the name of NSTC to Northeastern State College in 1939. In 1974, Northeastern State College 

became Northeastern Oklahoma State University, and we officially became known as Northeastern State 

University in 1985. 

In celebration of 100 years as a state institution, and in tribute to Northeastern’s shared heritage with the 

Cherokee Nation, Founders Day activities were held on March 6, 2009. The historic occasion was marked 

by the unveiling of the Sequoyah statue and dedication of Centennial Plaza. 

Today we are Oklahoma’s fourth-largest public four-year institution and one of six regional institutions 

governed by the Regional University System of Oklahoma board. The university serves a learning hub in 

northeastern Oklahoma formed by three campuses – the main campus in Tahlequah and branch campuses 

in Muskogee and Broken Arrow – which together have served an average of about 8,750 students annually 

for the past five years (Source: IPEDS 12-month Enrollment surveys).
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Mission, Vision and Values 

Mission Statement 

Building on our Cherokee Nation heritage, Northeastern State University is committed to student success 

and a sustainable future for our diverse communities.

Vision Statement 

NSU will support our students' success by adapting to a constantly changing, globally competitive 

environment, by educating today's learners to be tomorrow's leaders, and by being responsive to the 

needs of our stakeholders and the region's workforce.

Values Statements 

Our People

We are committed to the growth and success of our students, employees, and community partners.

Our Place

We honor all who came before us and advance a culture built on diversity, equality, inclusion, and 

belonging.

Our Purpose
We develop a collaborative environment that cultivates a life-long pursuit of learning, excellence, 

creativity, and opportunity.

Updated: 08/30/2024 3 



  

 

 

 
 

    
        
        
        
        
   

 
    

     
         

     
  

      
            
             

   
      
         

   
      
      

   
       

            
    

            
        

 
            

  
    

       
      
        

   
   

    
       
         

  
      
             

Administration 

Dr. Rodney Hanley, President
Dr. Carla Swearingen, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Ms. Christy Landsaw, Vice President for Administration & Finance 
Dr. Jerrid Freeman, Vice President for Student Affairs & Enrollment Management 
Dr. Dan Mabery, Vice President for University Relations 
Dr. Cari Keller, Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Dr. James Ferrell, Interim Assistant Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Mr. Harold McMillen, Assistant Vice President for Facilities & Grounds
Dr. Sheila Self, Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs/Dean of Students 
Dr. Kelly Jo Larsen, Assistant Vice President for Enrollment Management 
Mr. Chris Adney, Assistant Vice President, Auxiliary Services 
Dr. Janet Buzzard, Dean for College of Business & Technology 
Dr. Athena Wooldridge, Associate Dean for College of Business & Technology
Dr. Tim Hart, Assistant Dean for College of Business & Technology
Dr. Vanessa Anton, Dean for College of Education 
Dr. Lisa Bisogno, Associate Dean for College of Education 
Dr. Kelli Carney, Assistant Dean for College of Education
Dr. Eloy Chavez, Dean for College of Extended Learning 
Dr. Audell Shelburne, Dean for College of Liberal Arts 
Dr. Robyn Pursley, Assistant Dean for College of Liberal Arts 
Dr. Christine Hallman, Assistant Dean for College of Liberal Arts 
Dr. Jessica Martin, Dean for Gregg Wadley College of Science & Health Professions
Dr. Sydney Dorrough, Associate Dean for Gregg Wadley College of Science & Health Professions 
Dr. Nathan Lighthizer, Dean for Oklahoma College of Optometry 
Dr. Earlena McKee, Associate Dean for Oklahoma College of Optometry
Dr. Joseph Shetler, Assistant Dean of Alumni Relations and Development (OK College of Optometry) 
Dr. Ryan Fenska, Assistant Dean for Clinical Care (OK College of Optometry) 
Dr. Jeff Miller, Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs (OK College of Optometry) 
Dr. Iain Anderson, Dean of Graduate College and Executive Director of Planning and Assessment 
Dr. Kimberly Williams, Dean for NSU Muskogee Campus 
Dr. Eurore Hopkins, Director of Operations and Community Relations, NSU Broken Arrow Campus 
Dr. Richard Reif, Chief Information Officer and Director, Information Technology 
Ms. Amy Dunn, Registrar 
Dr. Pamela Louderback, Interim Executive Director, University Libraries 
Mr. Xuan Li, Executive Director, International Programs 
Mr. Richard Hoenes, Executive Director, Office of Institutional Effectiveness 
Ms. Josita Baker, Executive Director; Advising, Testing, & Transfer Student Services 
Mr. Jerol Skinner, Executive Director, NSU Online & Center for Teaching and Learning 

Updated: 08/30/2024
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Faculty Association/Faculty Council 

Description 

The NSU Faculty Council is the elected, representative body of the Northeastern State University Faculty 

Association. The Northeastern Faculty Association is an organization of the faculty designed to facilitate 

democratic participation in the development of institutional policies and further the pursuit of the 

University's mission and goals. This is accomplished through its elected representative - the Northeastern 

Faculty Council - serving as a liaison body between the faculty and the administration. The Northeastern 

Faculty Association is comprised of all full-time members of the faculty. The Northeastern Faculty 

Association is governed by its Constitution and Bylaws. 

The officers of the Faculty Association are a President, Vice President, and Secretary-Treasurer. These 

officers also serve as the officers of the Faculty Council. All three officers are elected for two-year terms 

by the Faculty Association in elections held in April of odd-numbered years. 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the Northeastern State University Faculty Council is to promote communication and 

cooperation among the faculty and between the faculty and the administration. The Council serves as the 

faculty's collective voice in shared governance in order to achieve excellence in the academic endeavors of 

the university. Toward this goal the Council seeks to enhance the university's pursuit and dissemination of 

knowledge by promoting and preserving academic freedom and integrity, encouraging creative inquiry, 

and recognizing scholarly achievement. The Council further serves to foster the professional development 

and economic well-being of the faculty. 

2023-2024 Officers 

President: Dr. Nathan Green

Vice President: Dr. Renee Cambiano

Secretary-Treasurer: Ms. Sarah Burkhead Whittle

Updated: 08/30/2024 5 



  

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

          

Institutional Summary 

Northeastern State University welcomed 661 first-time freshmen for the Fall 2023 semester.

Updated: 08/30/2024 6 



  

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

      
 
 

 
 

           
 

    
 

  
 

   
 

  
 
 

 
 

    
 

     
   

 
   

 
       

 
       

 
 

 
   

 
        

 
    

General Information 

Accreditation 

Higher Learning Commission 

Last accredited in 2022

Library 

Physical Books: 298,867

Physical and Digital Serials: 58,573

Databases: 272

Audiovisual materials: 248,884

E-books: 211,251

Housing 

Number of buildings: 22 

Coed dorms, women’s dorms, fraternity and sorority housing, apartments, special housing for

students with disabilities, cooperative housing, theme housing Number of housing units 

(dorm rooms, apartments: 1,450 Doubles, 75%; Triples/Semi-suites/Suites, 21%; 

Apartments, 4% Typical room and board for 2023-24: $10,494)

Athletics 

NCAA Division II 

Men’s Sports: Baseball, Basketball, Football, Golf, Soccer 

Women’s Sport: Basketball, Golf, Soccer, Softball, Tennis 

Updated: 08/30/2024
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Faculty/Staff 
Staff by Employment Status and Occupational Category – Fall 2023

Updated: 08/30/2024 8 



  

       
   

 
    

    
      

 
    

    
    
    

    
    
      

 
 

 
       

 

 

    
 

 
 

 

    

         
        

        
        

        
        

       
         

             
            
                 

            
 

 
 

       
 

    
    
    
    

   
 

        

Professional Staff by Manpower 
Resource and Gender Academic Year 
2023-24

Instructional Faculty Salaries – Academic Year 2023-24

Fall 2019 - 45.1% 
Fall 2020 - 47.4%
Fall 2021 - 52.0%
Fall 2022 - 49.3%
Fall 2023 - 48.5%

Source: IPEDS Human Resources surveys 2019-20 thru 2023-24

Updated: 08/30/2024 9 

Source: IPEDS Human Resources survey 2022-23 (table adjusted to remove blank columns)

The above data are based on the Salary Outlays part of the IPEDS HR component. The Weighted average monthly salaries 
of full-time instructional staff by academic rank are calculated by adding the salary outlays reported for Men plus Women 
by academic rank, then dividing the sum by the "Total Number of Months" for Men plus Women by academic rank. Salaries 
of full-time instructional staff paid less than 9 months per year are not collected.

Tenured Faculty – Percent of Full-time Faculty 



  

      
 

  
 

   
 

 
 

 

 

  
 

    
    
    

    
     

     
      

     
     

           
          

        
        

 

  

   
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

      
     

     
      

      
     

      
     

     
          

        
     

  
 

     
 

             
            

               
 

         

Finance Data – Fiscal Year 2023

Core Revenues 

Updated: 08/30/2024 10 

"Other core revenues include federal appropriations; sales and services of educational activities; other 
operating and nonoperating sources; and other revenues and additions (e.g., capital appropriations, capital 
grants and gifts, etc.). Core revenues exclude revenues from auxiliary enterprises (e.g., bookstores, 
dormitories), hospitals, and independent operations."

Core Expenses 

"Other core expenses include scholarships and fellowships, net of discounts and allowances, and other 
expenses. Core expenses exclude expenses from auxiliary enterprises (e.g., bookstores, dormitories), 
hospitals, and independent operations."

FTE Enrollment 

Calculated FTE Enrollment = 5,422

“The full-time equivalent (FTE) enrollment used in this report is the sum of the institution’s FTE undergraduate enrollment and FTE 
graduate enrollment (as calculated from or reported on the [IPEDS] 12-month Enrollment component). FTE is estimated using 12-
month instructional activity (credit and/or contact hours). All doctor’s degree students are reported as graduate students." 

Source for all data on this page: IPEDS Finance survey 2023-2024 



  

   
 

     
 

  
   

     
      

      
      

      
      

      
      

      

      

      

  
      

     
           

          
           

           
           

          
 

         
   

 
  
  
  
  
  

 

         

 
   

 
   
    

 
     

Financial Aid Data 

Financial Aid Received by First-time, Full-time Students (FTFT) 

Average Net Price for In-State First-time, Full-time Students 
Who Receive Grant Aid 

2018-19 - $9,415
2019-20 - $9,790
2020-21 - $9,507
2021-22 - $9,669

Source for all data above: IPEDS Student Financial Aid surveys 2019-20 through 2023-24

Aid Awarded 2022-23

All Students - $61,375,922
Undergraduate Students - $45,487,762

Source: Financial Aid UDS 2023-24

Updated: 08/30/2024 11 

2022-23 - $11,153



  

     
 

    
 

 
    

      
       
       

       
       

       
 

          
    

         
    

 
    

 

 
    

      
       
       

       
       

 
      

      

 
      

 

 
    

      
       

       

Enrollment Information – Fall Semesters 

Unduplicated Headcount by Campus 

Unduplicated headcount – Each student is counted exactly once regardless of the number of campuses at 
which he/she is enrolled in courses. The campus is assigned based on a priority matrix in which Tahlequah 
is primary, Muskogee is secondary, Broken Arrow is tertiary.

Duplicated Headcount by Campus 

Duplicated headcount – Each student is counted once for each campus at which he/sheis enrolled in 
courses. 

Gender – Percent of Enrolled Students 

Updated: 08/30/2024 12 



  

      
 

 
    

      

        

       

       

       

       

       

       

        

       

          
             

 
      

 
    

      
        

 
 
 

      
 
 

 
    

      
       

       
       
       

         
       

       
       

       

Race/Ethnicity – Percent of Enrolled Students 

Classification – Percent of Enrolled Students 

Updated: 08/30/2024 13 



  

       
 

  
    

      
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

       
       

 
 

       
 

 
    

      
       
       

 
 

      
 
 

 
    

      
       

       
       

Age Group - Percent of Enrolled Students 

Full-time/Part-time Status – Percent of Enrolled Students 

Residency - Percent of Enrolled Students 

Updated: 08/30/2024 14 



  

         
 

  
    

      
       

       
       

       
        

       
        

       
       
       

           
 

 
         

 
 

 
    

      
       

       
       

       
       

        
       

        
        

       
       

Top 10 High Schools - Percent of Enrolled Students 

Top 10 Prior Colleges - Percent of Enrolled Students 

Updated: 08/30/2024 15 



  

   
 

 
    

      
        
        

        
        

 
 

     
 

 
    

      
       
       

       
       

       

 
 

        
 

 
 

 
 

 

    
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

      
      

     

            
    

          
            

 

New Undergraduate Students 

Student Credit Hours by Campus 

Student Credit Hours by Classification – Fall 2023

Updated: 08/30/2024 16 



  

        
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
    

 
     

     

     

     

     
  

     

 

 
 

    

     
           
 

      
           

    

 

         
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    
     

     

     

     

     
            

    

      
           

    

Student Credit Hours by College – Fall 2023

Student Credit Hours by Course Level – Fall 2023

Updated: 08/30/2024 17 



  

  
 

 
   

 
 

   

   

   

   

   

 
 

     
 

 
   

      
       

       
       

       
       

 

 
 

   
 

   

  

    

   

     

60%

66%

61%

64%

Student Progress 

One-Year Retention Rates 

Fall 2018 First-time, Full-Time Freshmen Cohort: 

Fall 2019 First-time, Full-Time Freshmen Cohort: 

Fall 2020 First-time, Full-Time Freshmen Cohort: 

Fall 2021 First-time, Full-Time Freshmen Cohort: 

Fall 2022 First-time, Full-Time Freshmen Cohort: 63%

Degree Completions – Academic Years 

18 

Source:  IPEDS Fall Enrollment 2019-20 to 2023-24

Source:  IPEDS Completions 2019-20 to 2023-24

Six-Year Graduation Rates 

Fall 2013 First-time, Full-Time Freshmen Cohort: 33%

Fall 2014 First-time, Full-Time Freshmen Cohort: 36%

Fall 2015 First-time, Full-Time Freshmen Cohort: 39%

Fall 2016 First-time, Full-Time Freshmen Cohort: 38%

Fall 2017 First-time, Full-Time Freshmen Cohort: 37%

Source:  IPEDS Graduation Rates 2019-20 to 2023-24 

Updated: 08/30/2024



  

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

     

         

College Summaries 

NSU offers degrees and certificates through the Colleges of Business & Technology, Education, Extended 

Learning, Liberal Arts, Optometry, and Science & Health Professions. 

Updated: 08/30/2024 19 



  

  
 

 
 

     
  

 
      

 

 
    

      
       

        
       

       
       

       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
          

College of Business & Technology 

Accreditations 

Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs 
Board of Certified Safety Professionals 

Student Credit Hours by Course Prefix 

Updated: 08/30/2024 20 



  

    
 

 
   

 
      

       
       

       

       
 

       

       
       

       
       
        

       
       

       
       

       
        

       
       

       
          

 

 
  

Majors (Active Degree Programs) 
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Degrees/Certificates Conferred 



  

   
 

 
 

   
      

       
 

      
 

 
   

 
      

       
        

       
       

       
       

   
       

       
       

       
       
       

       
       

        
    

 
 

College of Education 
Accreditations 
Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs 
Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation 
Oklahoma Office of Educational Quality and Accountability 
Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs

Student Credit Hours by Course Prefix 

Updated: 08/30/2024 23 

Students from 46 
countries attended NSU 
during the 2023-2024 
academic year



  

    
 
 

 
   

 
      

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

        

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       
        

Majors (Active Degree Programs) 
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Degrees/Certificates Conferred 
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College of Extended Learning 

Student Credit Hours by Course Prefix 

Degrees/Certificates Conferred 

Updated: 08/30/2024 26 

Majors (Active Degree Programs) 



  

    
 

 
 

   
 

 
      

 
 

  
    

      
        

       
       

       
       

       
       
       

       
       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       
       

       
        

         
         

        
 

 
  

College of Liberal Arts 

Accreditations 
Council on Social Work Education 
National Association of Schools of Music 

Student Credit Hours by Course Prefix 

27 Updated: 08/30/2024



  

    
 
 

 
   

 
      

       
       

       
        

       
       

       
       

       
        

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       
       

       
       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

        
       

        

           
           

   

Majors (Active Degree Programs) 
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Degrees/Certificates Conferred 
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College of Optometry 
Accreditations 

Accreditation Council on Optometric Education 

Student Credit Hours by Course Prefix 

Majors (Active Degree Programs) 

Degrees/Certificates Conferred 
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College of Science & Health Professions 

Accreditations 

Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing 

Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education 

Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics 

American Chemical Society 

Counil on Academic Accreditation in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology

National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences 

Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant 

Student Credit Hours by Course Prefix 

Updated: 08/30/2024 31



  

    
 
 

 
   

 
      

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       
       

       
       

       
       

       
        

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

        
       

       
        

 
  

Majors (Active Degree Programs) 
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Degrees/Certificates Conferred 
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