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Introduction 

NSU’s history as an institution began when the Oklahoma legislature purchased the Cherokee 
National Female Seminary in 1909. In Fall 2024, 34% of NSU students identified as American Indian 
or Alaska Native. 
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Northeastern State University's Heritage 

Back in 1846, Northeastern State University was founded as the Cherokee National Female Seminary. This 

historic link to the Cherokee Nation and Indian Territory make Northeastern the oldest institution of higher 

learning in Oklahoma. The original Seminary was built in Park Hill south of Tahlequah and destroyed by 

fire on Easter Sunday 1887. On May 7, 1889, the Cherokee National Female Seminary was dedicated north 

of Tahlequah, where it would continue to provide learning opportunities for young women for 20 years. 

Seminary Hall is now the historic centerpiece of Northeastern State, and each year on May 7, Descendants 

of Seminarians gather to observe Seminaries Homecoming in honor of our first students. 

Our history as a state institution began on March 6, 1909, when the Oklahoma legislature purchased the 

Female Seminary and created Northeastern State Normal School, where the first classes were held on 

September 14, 1909. A decade later, NSNS transformed into Northeastern State Teacher’s College, 

offering a four-year curriculum leading to a bachelor’sdegree. The Oklahoma legislature authorized 

changing the name of NSTC to Northeastern State College in 1939. In 1974, Northeastern State College 

became Northeastern Oklahoma State University, and we officially became known as Northeastern State 

University in 1985. 

In celebration of 100 years as a state institution, and in tribute to Northeastern’s shared heritage with the 

Cherokee Nation, Founders Day activities were held on March 6, 2009. The historic occasion was marked 

by the unveiling of the Sequoyah statue and dedication of Centennial Plaza. 

Today we are Oklahoma’s fourth-largest public four-year institution and one of six regional institutions 

governed by the Regional University System of Oklahoma board. The university serves a learning hub in 

northeastern Oklahoma formed by three campuses – the main campus in Tahlequah and branch campuses 

in Muskogee and Broken Arrow – which together have served an average of almost 8,500 students 

annually for the past five years (Source: IPEDS 12-month Enrollment surveys).
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Institutional Summary 

Northeastern State University welcomed 662 first-time freshman for the Fall 2024 semester.
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General Information 

Accreditation 

Higher Learning Commission 

Last accredited in 2022

Library 

Physical Books: 297,169

Physical and Digital Serials: 60,589

Databases: 249

Audiovisual materials: 271,097

E-books: 216,512

Housing 

Number of buildings: 22 

Coed dorms, women’s dorms, fraternity and sorority housing, apartments, special housing for

students with disabilities, cooperative housing, theme housing 

Number of housing units (dorm rooms, apartments: 1,450 

Doubles, 75%; Triples/Semi-suites/Suites, 21%; Apartments, 4% 

Typical room and board for 2024-25: $9,140

Athletics 

NCAA Division II 

Men’s Sports: Baseball, Basketball, Football, Golf, Soccer 

Women’s Sport: Basketball, Golf, Soccer, Softball, Tennis 

Updated: 08/29/2025
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Faculty/Staff 
Staff by Employment Status and Occupational Category – Fall 2024
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Finance Data – Fiscal Year 2024

Core Revenues 

Updated: 08/29/2025 10 

Core Expenses 

FTE Enrollment 

Calculated FTE Enrollment 2023-2024 = 5,339

“The full-time equivalent (FTE) enrollment used in this report is the sum of the institution’s FTE undergraduate enrollment and FTE 
graduate enrollment (as calculated from or reported on the [IPEDS] 12-month Enrollment component). FTE is estimated using 12-
month instructional activity (credit and/or contact hours). All doctor’s degree students are reported as graduate students." 

Source for all data on this page: IPEDS Finance and IPEDS 12 Month Enrollment Surveys 2024-2025 



  

   
 

     
 

  
   

     
      

      
      

      
      

      
      

      

      

      

  
      

     
           

          
           

           
           

          
 

         
   

 
  
  
  
  
  

 
         

 
   

 
   
    

 
     

Financial Aid Data 

Financial Aid Received by First-time, Full-time Students(FTFT) 

Source: IPEDS Student Financial Aid survey 2024-25

Average Net Price for In-State First-time, Full-time 
Students Who Receive Grant Aid 

Source:  IPEDS Student Financial Aid Surveys 2020-21 through 2023-24 and Cost II 
2024-25

Aid Awarded 2022-23

All Students - $61,375,922
Undergraduate Students - $45,487,762

Source: Financial Aid UDS 2023-24

Updated: 08/29/2025
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Enrollment Information – Fall Semesters 

Unduplicated Headcount by Campus 

Unduplicated headcount – Each student is counted exactly once regardless of the number of campuses at 
which he/she is enrolled in courses. The campus is assigned based on a priority matrix in which Tahlequah 
is primary, Muskogee is secondary, Broken Arrow is tertiary.

Duplicated Headcount by Campus 

Duplicated headcount – Each student is counted once for each campus at which he/sheis enrolled in 
courses. 

Gender – Percent of Enrolled Students 

Updated: 08/29/2025 12 



  

      
 

 
    

      

        

       

       

       

       

       

       

        

       

          
             

 
      

 
    

      
        

 
 
 

      
 
 

 
    

      
       

       
       
       

         
       

       
       

       

Race/Ethnicity – Percent of Enrolled Students 

Classification – Percent of Enrolled Students 
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Age Group - Percent of Enrolled Students 

Full-time/Part-time Status – Percent of Enrolled Students 

Residency - Percent of Enrolled Students 
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Top 10 High Schools - Percent of Enrolled Students 

Top 10 Prior Colleges - Percent of Enrolled Students 
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New Undergraduate Students 

Student Credit Hours by Campus 

Student Credit Hours by Classification – Fall 2024
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Student Credit Hours by College – Fall 2024

Student Credit Hours by Course Level – Fall 2024
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66%

61%

64%

63%

Student Progress 

One-Year Retention Rates 

Fall 2019 First-time, Full-Time Freshman Cohort: 

Fall 2020 First-time, Full-Time Freshman Cohort: 

Fall 2021 First-time, Full-Time Freshman Cohort: 

Fall 2022 First-time, Full-Time Freshman Cohort: 

Fall 2023 First-time, Full-Time Freshman Cohort: 60%

18 

Source:  IPEDS Fall Enrollment 2020-21 to 2024-25

Degree Completions – Academic Years 

Source:  IPEDS Completions 2020-21 to 2024-25

Six-Year Graduation Rates 

Fall 2014 First-time, Full-Time Freshman Cohort: 36%

Fall 2015 First-time, Full-Time Freshman Cohort: 39%

Fall 2016 First-time, Full-Time Freshman Cohort: 38%

Fall 2017 First-time, Full-Time Freshman Cohort: 37%

Fall 2017 First-time, Full-Time Freshman Cohort: 35%

Source:  IPEDS Graduation Rates 2020-21 to 2024-25 

Updated: 08/29/2025



  

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

     
         

College Summaries 

NSU offers degrees and certificates through the Colleges of Business & Technology, Education, Extended 
Learning, Liberal Arts, Optometry, and Science & Health Professions. 

Updated: 08/29/2025 19 



  

  
 

 
 

     
  

 
      

 

 
    

      
       

        
       

       
       

       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
          

College of Business & Technology 

Accreditations 

Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs 
Board of Certified Safety Professionals 

Student Credit Hours by Course Prefix 
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Majors (Active Degree Programs) 
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Degrees/Certificates Conferred 



  

   
 

 
 

   
      

       
 

      
 

 
   

 
      

       
        

       
       

       
       

   
       

       
       

       
       
       

       
       

        
    

 
 

College of Education 
Accreditations 
Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs 
Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation 
Oklahoma Office of Educational Quality and Accountability 
Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs

Student Credit Hours by Course Prefix 

Updated: 08/29/2025 23 

Students from 53 
countries attended NSU 
during the 2024-2025 
academic year



  

    
 
 

 
   

 
      

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

        

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       
        

Majors (Active Degree Programs) 
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Degrees/Certificates Conferred 
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College of Extended Learning 

Student Credit Hours by Course Prefix 

Degrees/Certificates Conferred 
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College of Liberal Arts 

Accreditations 
Council on Social Work Education 
National Association of Schools of Music 

Student Credit Hours by Course Prefix 

27 Updated: 08/29/2025



  

    
 
 

 
   

 
      

       
       

       
        

       
       

       
       

       
        

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       
       

       
       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

        
       

        

           
           

   

Majors (Active Degree Programs) 
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Degrees/Certificates Conferred 
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College of Optometry 
Accreditations 

Accreditation Council on Optometric Education 

Student Credit Hours by Course Prefix 

Majors (Active Degree Programs) 

Degrees/Certificates Conferred 
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College of Science & Health Professions 

Accreditations 

Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing 

Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education 

Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics 

American Chemical Society 

Counil on Academic Accreditation in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology

National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences 

Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant 

Student Credit Hours by Course Prefix 

Updated: 08/29/2025 31



  

    
 
 

 
   

 
      

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       
       

       
       

       
       

       
        

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
       

        
       

       
        

 
  

Majors (Active Degree Programs) 
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Degrees/Certificates Conferred 
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NSU Fact Book compiled by the Office of Institutional Effectiveness 
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